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LANGUAGE   CHILD’S     YOUR  
OF ZION   TRANSLATION     TRANSLATION 
 
 
Make a profession  Build something called a  Let other people know 
     profession.    that you have promised 
           Jesus to try to live  
           always in the way He 
           wants you to live. 
 
 
Give the preacher   Maybe shake hands with  Tell the preacher  
your hand    the preacher.    about the promise you 
           have made to Jesus. 
 
 
Privileges and    Something they give you  The right to vote in 
responsibilities of   when you join the church  church meetings, the 
church membership  or get baptized.   right to take part in  
           The Lord’s Supper, 
           the duty to help do  
           the work of the church 
 
The hand of    Somebody’s hand; maybe  A welcome from the 
Christian fellowship  the hand of a Christian;  people who are  
     maybe there’s someone   already Christian, 
     by the name of Christian   usually done by shak-
     Fellowship...what a name! ing hands at the close 
           of the service in which 
           a person joins the  
           church. 
        
Be baptized   Let the preacher put you  Let the preacher put 
      under the water.   you under the water to 
           show that you are a  
           follower of Jesus. 
 
        
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
LANGUAGE  CHILD’S     YOUR       
OF ZION  TRANSLATION     TRANSLATION 
 
 
Go (come)  Move from where one   Give your heart to     
 forward   is seated to the front of   Jesus? No.  Better  try:  
    the auditorium.    Let the church people 
          know what Jesus has  
          done for you. 
 
         
Commit your  Who knows? “Commit”  Promise Jesus that you     
 life    is a strange word.   will always try to   
          please Him in all that  
          you do. 
        
 
Give your heart Take my heart out of my  Trust Jesus to help you 
    body and hand it to    live as He wants you to 
    someone? Send a valentine. live everyday. 
 
 
Take Jesus as   Go somewhere with Jesus See the translation for 
Savior          “Give your heart” 
               
  
 
Lost    Misplaced; gone; maybe  Not trusting Jesus to  
    taken by someone who   save you and to help  
    wanted it; not knowing   you day by day. 
    where you are. 
 
 
Saved   Kept in a hiding place,  Trusting Jesus to for- 
    like saving pennies or   give you for displeas- 
    dollars.     ing Him. A person is  
          saved when he is will- 
          ing to live for Jesus all  
          the rest of his life. 
        
 
  
 

 

 

 

 
INTRODUCTION 

 

 

 

This booklet will be a help to parents, Sunday School 

leaders and teachers, and to any others who are 

interested in seeing children come to know Jesus Christ 

as their personal Lord and Savior. Statistics show that 

with each passing year of a person's life the 

probability of him coming to Jesus Christ decreases. 

Jesus said, "Allow the little children to come unto me 

and forbid them not, for of such is the Kingdom of God." 

(Luke 18:16)  

 

Our Lord certainly wants children to be saved. It is 

easier for them to come because sin has not yet hardened 

their hearts, corrupted their minds and dulled their 

desires for the things of God. Children have the 

wonderful capacity to believe. Some think they have to 

become like adults to be saved, but the Lord says the 

adult must become child-like to be saved: not childish 

but child-like. Jesus said, "Except ye be converted and 

become as little children, you cannot enter the Kingdom 

of Heaven." (Matthew 18:3) This booklet contains the 

following:  

 

I.  How to Counsel Children 

 

II.  Your Child's Salvation 

 

III. Follow-Up 

 

IV.  Baptism  

 

There are also some additional helps at the back of the 

booklet, including an expanded bibliography for further 

reading if you so desire.  

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

I. HOW TO COUNSEL CHILDREN 
 

Some Basics 

1. When an infant is born, he is safe within God’s care. 

 
2. Young children continue to be "safe" within God's care until they  
    become capable of responsible decision-making. (age of accountability)  
 

3. Children reach the age of responsible decision-making (age of    

    accountability) at different chronological ages.  
  

Trying to understand accountability is far more important than  

trying to determine a specific age at which a child may be judged  

as lost. 
 
 
4. Children must be convicted of sin prior to becoming a Christian.  
    (Please see the Gospel presentation under section II.)  

 
To deal with your child about his Christian conversion, you should:  

1. Be enthusiastic.  

2. Be very willing for your child to be saved.  

3. Prayerfully help your child when he indicates a desire to become a    

    Christian.  

4. Express pleasure that he is interested in learning how to become a  

    Christian.  

5. Answer questions honestly and guide the discussion.  

 

 

II. YOUR CHILD'S SALVATION 

 
A. What are some signs to look for as a parent? 
 

1. A child's growing interest in becoming a Christian is usually 
questions.  

a. Each question deserves an answer.  

 

 

1. 

 

 
 
 
5. NOTE: Be sure and be very positive and enthusiastic in this follow-up 

session after an individual has been saved. He/she needs much 
encouragement and support and the Lord is counting on you to give it. 
After all, He has allowed you the privilege of leading this precious soul 
to Him. Be assured that your pastor loves you and that you are involved 
in the most important spiritual ministry on earth.  

 
           

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

10. 

 
 
 
 
4. You may have a question as to exactly the procedure to follow in order  

to be baptized. It is very simple and exciting! At the close of the      
worship service in our church, after Bro. Rich has preached the mes-
sage,  he extends an invitation. At that time anyone who wishes to make 
some type of spiritual commitment public comes to the front where Bro. 
Rich is standing. Our pastor will  take your hand and ask you, "Why 
have you come forward?" You need to tell him that you have become a 
Christian and would like to be baptized. He will then ask you two 
questions: "Do you know for sure that Jesus lives in your heart?" And, 
you will respond in the affirmative. Then he will ask you, “You don't 
have any doubts about that?" You assure him that you do not. He asks 
these same two questions of every single person who joins Immanuel 
Baptist Church. Bro. Rich will then have a brief prayer with you and ask 
you to be seated on the front pew for the remainder of the invitation. At 
the conclusion of the invitation he will introduce you and then everyone 
will come by and shake your hand and tell you how happy they are that 
you have been saved and are going to be baptized. That week you will be 
asked to meet with Bro. Rich at either 1:30PM Sunday or 7:30PM 
Wednesday. He will briefly remind you of the symbolism of baptism and 
also explain to you exactly how you will be baptized that morning in the 
9:15, 10:45 or 11:59 am service.  

Let me give you a pointer or two that will make it easier for you to     
profess your faith this coming Sunday:  

 a. Sit close to the front of the auditorium.  
 b. Sit on the inside aisle. Do not let anyone move you to the middle  
  of the pew.  
 c. Come to the front at the first note of the invitational hymn. Do not 

  wait until the second or third stanza of the hymn. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

9. 

 
 
 

b. Give attention to questions as soon as possible.  
c. Find out why the child is asking the question.  

d. Be open and available.  

 
2.  Exaggerated fears.  

     These might be expressed in a number of ways: 
  

 Going to hell, lack of parental love because of doing wrong,  

      becoming scared of a variety of things, an early death, etc.  
 
3.  Increased interest in Bible study and/or worship and church attendance.  

4.  Other symptoms of spirituality.  

Questions about the Bible, roles of various church leaders,  
comments related to spiritual doctrines/concepts. 
 

5.  Spiritual statements.  
 
 A common one here is "I want to be baptized".     

    

Sometimes this statement in very young children is an initial 
statement of interest and they may not be actually ready to be 
saved.   For instance, an older brother or sister may have been 
saved and they have watched that baptism. More often than not, 
this is the initial statement that is used and in dealing with your 
child about his expressed interest you may find it leading to a 
genuine conversion.  

 
B.  What can you do?  

1. Do not lead your child in the discussion.                                                    
      Guide the conversation.  

2. Encourage your child to express ideas in his own words.  

 
  

 
 

 



2. 
 

 

Do not place any words in his mouth Also, do not expect your child 
to express his thoughts or these early spiritual convictions in adult 
language!!  

3. Refrain from offering rewards. 

4. Give the conversation a proper value.  

Each encounter you have with your child is important - especially 
      those that deal with his salvation.  

5. Be natural and at ease.  

6. Be quiet.  

Listen to what your child has to say.  

 
 7.  Accept the child and his ideas.  

 8.  Do not ask questions which can be answered with merely a "yes" 
      or "no" response.  

Examples of some appropriate questions: 

"What do you think it means to be a Christian?"  

"Do you know what sin is?" 

"Who is a sinner?"  

"How does one become a Christian?"  

"Why would you like to become a Christian?  

   (See next section on how to lead your                                                               
    child to Christ)  

 
 
C.  How to lead your child to Christ.  

You can lead your child to faith in Jesus Christ. I want to give you a              
simple outline that you may follow. Within this outline I will share         
various questions that may arise and important things that need to be 
determined before your child is saved. 

 

 

 

 

3. 

 

Baptism is a symbol, a sign. Just as my wedding ring is a symbol of my 
being married, baptism is a symbol that one has given his heart to Jesus 
Christ. If I took off my wedding ring and placed it on the finger of my 
son, that would not make him married. A wedding ring stands for 
something. If someone sees me and they do not even know me, but notice 
that I wear a wedding ring, they know that I am married. The wedding 
ring does not make me married, but it tells others that I am a married man. 
It is a symbol of my love and commitment to my wife. 
 
Just as a wedding ring is a symbol of marriage, baptism is a symbol or 
picture of salvation. Everyone who wears a wedding ring has been  
married. Everyone who is baptized has already been saved. Baptism tells 
others that you have become a Christian. It symbolizes the death, burial, 
and resurrection of Jesus Christ. II Corinthians 5:17 says, "Therefore, if 
any man be in Christ he is a new creature: old things are passed away; 
behold, all things are become new." When you gave your heart to Jesus 
Christ you were born again. Your old life is now dead and gone. You are a 
new person in Jesus Christ. Jesus washed your sins away. You now want 
to live for Him.  

 
3.  You are now saved. You do not have to be baptized. Jesus does                  
    command us to be baptized. I know that you want to do the things that        

Jesus wants you to do. To be an obedient believer in Jesus you will want 
to be baptized. Also, in the Baptist church when you are baptized  you 
become a member of the church. You do not want to be baptized  just to 
be a member of the church but it is very important for a Christian  to be a 
member of a local New Testament church.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

8. 
 

 
 
3.  How do you know He saved you? Your child may respond, “Because I 

asked Him.” 
 
4.  Did anything happen when we prayed just now?  

At this point reaffirm to your child that Jesus now lives in his heart. You 
might ask "Where is Jesus now in relation to you?"  

He will probably answer, "In my heart."  

Be sure and tell your child that even though he may not feel any             
differently right away he is still a Christian because of the commitment 
he just made.  

5.  As a parent, you need to be a good role model. Be sure and encourage 
your child in his spiritual growth. If he is old enough to read on his own 
make sure he has a Bible that he can read. Encourage him to read it daily. 
Have a family devotional in your home every day. You need to lead a 
life that is demonstrative of your personal Christian conversion 
experience. You lead the way! Bring your child to Sunday School and 
worship every Sunday.  

 

 
IV.  BAPTISM  

 
If a child is old enough to become a Christian, he is certainly old enough to 
accept the responsibilities of church membership. It is very important that a 
child that has just been saved follow up that decision with a commitment by 
being baptized. At this point baptism helps to solidify the spiritual 
commitment.  

 

1. Once you are saved, you are always saved. Now that you are a Christian 
you will always be a Christian. Jesus said, “No man is able to pluck them 
out of my father's hand"   John 10:29b and Hebrews 13:5- "I will never 
leave thee, nor for-sake thee. "  
 

2. You are now saved. I want to talk to you about a very important step that 
you need to take now that you are a Christian. Jesus wants us to testify, 
or to tell others, about our new faith in Him. The first  way that we do 
that is by being baptized.  Jesus commands us to be baptized. 

 

 

7. 

 

1.  Preliminaries 

Please refer back to the various questions that are listed under Section II, 
B as a guide. You may want to ask additional questions such as: "Have 
you been thinking about this long?" "Have you been talking to anyone 
else about becoming a Christian?"  

The most important questions at this point might be "Why should you 
like to become a Christian?" Please always remember to be very sup-
portive and affirming as you deal with your child. Make him feel that 
you are proud of him because he has come to you with spiritual ques-
tions.  

 

2.  God loves you.   John 3:16    John 10:10  

 Assure your child that God has a wonderful plan for his life. Use these 
verses as appropriate.  

 

3.  You are a sinner.  Romans 3:23   Romans 6:23a  

 It is here where you would ask your child "Do you know what sin is?"  

 Be sure and share with your child that sin is not only doing wrong or 
doing that which displeases God but sin is also not doing things that God 
wants us to do. Secondly, your child  needs to understand that he is a 
sinner. You might ask him (after he understands what sin is) "Have you 
ever sinned?" This should certainly be answered in the affirmative and 
then you may even want to ask for an example. You may ask your child 
to share an example of his sin. Share with your child that a person's sin  
(yours and his, included) separates us as sinful men from a Holy God. 
Remind him (#2 above) that God loves him so much that he does not 
want him to be separated from God. And because of that desire… 

 
4.  Jesus is the way.  Romans 5:8     John 14:6 
 

 God loves us so much that He wants us to be forgiven of our sins.  That 
is why He sent Jesus to die on the cross for our sins. 

 
 

 



 
4. 

 

5.  You must receive Jesus.  John 1:12   Revelation 3:20  

Tell your child there is a right time to invite Jesus into our lives. Use 

Revelation 3:20. When is the right time to invite Jesus into your life? 

How do you know? Revelation 3:20 says..."Behold I stand at the door 

and knock, if anyone hears my voice and opens the door I will come in."  

      

Who is speaking?  (Jesus) 

What door? (The door to my heart...to my life")                      

 
Proceed on to share with your child that when someone knocks or rings 
the door bell at your home you answer the door. Share with him how he 
can open up the door to his heart by inviting Jesus into his life.  

Romans 10:13 "For whosoever calls upon the name of the Lord               
will be saved."  

 

Explain to your child that he can invite Jesus into his heart by calling 
upon the Lord (through prayer).  

 

"Say to your child”:  

 

*SIN is breaking God's rules...choosing my way instead of God's way. 
Have you sinned? ("Yes")  

 

*REPENT means to turn away from my sin. Are you willing to choose 
God's way for your life instead of your way?   
 
("Yes")  
 
 
*JESUS died on the cross to pay for _______________(my sin).  
 

 
 

 
5. 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Lead your child to faith in Christ. 

 "If this is what you want to do, I can lead you in a prayer and you can 
 invite Jesus to come into your life. Is this what you want to do?"  

 ("Yes")  

 

"Lord Jesus —— I am a sinner ——–. I am sorry I have sinned  ———, 
forgive me of my sin ——–, I now accept you as my Saviour and Lord. —
——– Come into my heart and save me now ———. 
Thank you, Jesus, for loving me ———, Thank you, Jesus, for saving me 
——— , In Jesus' Name ———.” 
 
 
 

III.  FOLLOW-UP  
 
It is very important that you immediately give your child assurance of his 
salvation. Some of the following questions will help.  

Did you pray and ask Jesus to save you? Yes.  

Did He save you? Yes.  

 If answer is "No" or uncertain, go over Revelation 3:20 again            
 emphasizing the part where Jesus said, "I will come into him."  

 
 
 
 

 WARNING 

 

 Through the years, I have found that parents are much 

 too “hard” on their children. Your child cannot be expected 

 to answer these questions like Billy Graham!  You yourself 

 probably would have never been saved had you been       

 questioned like you question your own child!  You want to 

 be sure.  Do not make his salvation impossible. 

 
 
 



 

6. 


